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of weather which show themselves at our western sta-
tions are telegraphed to the Central Office. Situated
as the British Isles are, with an ocean to the westward,
we, in London, can never get many hours' notice of a
change. Our neighbours in France and Germany are
better off, as they can usually receive intelligence of
changes from, the westernmost stations in the British
Isles. Norway and Spain are nearly as unfavourably
circumstanced as ourselves. In the United States the
conditions are more favourable than in any part of
Europe. There the Central Office is situated on the
eastern side of a vast continent, and consequently reports
can be collected from an extensive area, and the changes,
as they come on, can be watched at head-quarters to
an extent which is quite impossible at this side of the
Atlantic.

What I have said relates more particularly to the
temperate zone and to that part of it in which the
British Isles are situated, but it is more or less true for
all parts of the world. The region of which I have
spoken is more frequently visited by depressions than
other districts, and the changeability of its weather is
proverbial. In countries where pressure is more steady
the weather is proportionately more stable, and weeks
may pass over without a change.

In the Trade-wind zones but slight changes of
weather are experienced as long as the Trade blows; the
air is comparatively dry, but when that current reaches
a coast, especially if it be lined with mountains, heavy
and constant rains are produced.

In Hindostan we have the alternation of the
Monsoons; the North-east Monsoon, a dry wind, bring-
ing with it persistent clear weather; and the South-